
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

STANISLAUS COUNTY 

IHSS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 

MINUTES 
 

09/10/04 
 
Committee Members Present: 

  

 
 

 
 Jeff Lambaren Jose Acosta Madelyn Amaral 
 Rose Martin Connie Muller Ora Scruggs 
    
    
 
Committee Members Absent:    

 

 *Dwight Bateman *Kenny Brown *George Sharp 
 *Linda White   
       
 
IHSS Staff Present: Maria Childers Egon Stammler Robert Taylor 
 Veronica Melgoza   

*Advance notice given. 

 
 
 
 
OPENING REMARKS by CHAIRMAN JEFF LAMBAREN 

• Meeting called to order at 1:13 PM 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

• Announcement made for public comment by Chairman, Jeff Lambaren. 

• None were presented. 
 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES  

• August 13, 2004 minutes: Motion M/S/A to accept with no changes. 
 
UNION UPDATE 

• Jeff announced that we have made some good progress. We are talking about the terms of the agreement and 
a little bit of money.  We pretty much agreed to health care, we are now working on the length of the contract 
and the dollar amount.  
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• Naria from the Union announce the dollar amount to the committee. The wage will be $7.50 starting October 
1, 2004,  $8.00 in January 05 and $8.25 in December 06. The benefits part is still being worked on. Benefits 
are expected to take effect in March 05. 

 
 
 
BUDGET UPDATE  

• Jeff announced that we are pretty much through the budget cycle. 
 

LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

• Jeff announced that the Matthews Bill is now on the Governor’s desk, it’s been there since the 28th of August. 
We have the 30-day window for the Governor to sign it, veto it or let it become law. The union has been so 
helpful with this. 

• Maria announced that AB 1470 is requesting that State Controllers and the Department of Social Services 
determine the cost of developing and implementing a direct deposit program. They have tried to do this in the 
past, it didn’t go through because of the cost. They are now saying that there is a third party non-
governmental contractor that is willing to pick up the cost.  

• Madelyn stated that a lot of people don’t have a bank account. 

• Maria announced that this would be optional to providers, it would not be mandatory. 

• Christy from the union announced that a lot of people are in favor of direct deposit because they don’t like 
their checks coming in the mail with all their personal information on it. 

• Maria announced that AB 2783 is to authorize a fee of $2.00 for every real estate transaction to develop a 
trust fund for eligible agencies to finance abuse prevention. It would bring more money into APS.  

• Jeff announced that we did send out letters to our senators and assemblymen to support AB 2769. 
 
SURVEY INFORMATION FOR BOARD PRESENTATION 

• Jeff announced that the Board of Supervisor’s meeting on September 14th is going to be the final budget 
hearing and they asked that there be nothing on the agenda except budgetary items. The September 21st is also 
not a good day for us to attend. We are tentatively slated for September 28th. This will be at 9AM; any of the 
members that can be present will be welcome. 

• Egon stated that all the committee members should try to be at the Board of Supervisors meeting. The Board 
of Supervisor’s get busy with all kinds of important things. The more the committee can get in front of them 

and let them see who you are and what our committee is all about is very important.  

 

BYLAWS 

• Jeff announced that if the Matthews Bill does not work out for us or if we just decide that we want to convert 
to a Public Authority, we have some examples of Bylaws from other Public Authorities. We can each go 
through the examples on our own. If someone sees something on one of the examples they can circle it and 
bring it back to the committee and it will be discussed.  

• Jennifer asked if there was anything in the Bylaws about a leave of absence. 

• Jeff said we could add a leave of absence to our Bylaws as long as the committee agrees on it.  
     

PUBLIC AUTHORITY 

• Jeff announced that we are at a point where the Public Authority is an option.  

• Madelyn stated that she likes the idea of becoming a Public Authority but that it should be kept separate from 
the County. 

• Jeff stated that the law specifically says you can not be an employee of the County and an employee of the 
Public Authority at the same time. The practice is that people do that all the time. They haven’t changed the 
law and there are no regulations on it.   

• Madelyn asked if we could hear from some of these counties that have a Public Authority.  

• Jeff asked if it was still the desire of the committee to become a Public Authority. If we convert to a Public 
Authority we get the wage and health care benefits and the trade off is how do we handle the separation part. 
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The legal way is that we hire people who do nothing but Public Authority functions. Then we need to discuss 
how they would integrate with Community Services Agency and Adult Services.  

• Jeff announced that if the Matthews bill does not pass and we are unsuccessful to any other kind of lobby 
efforts, our commitment is to convert to a Public Authority.  

• Jeff stated that if we convert to a Public Authority there is nothing that says we could not convert back. 

• Jeff announced that we have a side door now with the Matthews bill. If it passes we can still get the better 
wage and benefits and we don’t have to convert to a Public Authority.   

• Rose asked if it would be possible to have a meeting to concentrate on the pros and cons of a Public 
Authority. 

• Jeff announced that we could have a special meeting for this. We did make a commitment to the union to 
convert to a Public Authority. One way or another we may get there but then it becomes a recommendation. 

 

QUALITY ASSURANCE 

• Handout was passed out on SB 1104. 

• Maria went over the handout with the committee. 

• Maria will bring new information as they receive it. 
 

RECRUITING NEW MEMBERS 

• Jeff announced that we have a vacancy for a provider on the committee.  

• Jeff asked the committee if they would like to turn it over to the staff. We could have the staff do some 
preliminary work. How involved would the committee like to be in the process? 

• The staff will contact the individuals that are on our waiting list and ask if they are still interested on being on 
the committee. 

• For those who are still interested we will invite them to attend our October 22nd meeting. 

• The committee can interview the candidates at that point and make a recommendation to the Board of 
Supervisors. 

 

GENERAL UPDATE 

• Connie brought a video of herself on channel 14. She gave information on IHSS and the phone number for 
anyone interested in the program.  

 

AGENDA ITEMS FOR SEPTEMBER 24th MEETING 

 

• Union Update 

• Budget Update 

• Legislative Update 

• Bylaws (amending) 

• Public Authority 

• Quality Assurance 

• Recruiting New Members 

• General Update 

• Agenda Items for Next Meeting 
 
Meeting adjourned @ 3:10 PM 
Veronica Melgoza, Recorder 
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