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IHSS ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
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Committee Members Present: Kenny Brown Jose Acosta Jose Cisneros 
 Joan Blackwell Rose Martin Connie Muller 
    
 
Committee Members Absent: * Dwight Bateman * Linda White  
 * George Sharp * Mary Burch  
      
 
IHSS & Link2Care Staff Present: Robert Taylor Jeff Lambaren  
 Jennifer DeSanto Egon Stammler  

*Advance notice given. 

 
OPENING REMARKS by temporary Chair Kenny Brown 

• Meeting called to order at 1:07 pm 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 

• No public comment. 
 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES  

• July 13th and August 10th, 2007 minutes: Motion M/S/A to accept minutes, motion to accept 
made by Connie Muller, Joan Blackwell seconded, motion passed. 

 
PUBLIC AUTHORITY 

• Jeff asked committee members if they had any comments or changes on the Registry policies 
given out at previous committee meeting.  Jeff reviewed the highlights of the policies, and 
reviewed the process for removing providers and recipients from the registry. Rose stated the 
basic policy sounded good, and no negative feedback was received from committee members. 

• The MOU with UDW was approved by the State, and a wage increase will be coming on time.  
Providers should see their first pay increase on their paychecks for hours worked October 1-
15th. 

• The Public Authority will be requesting an increase in the administrative rate at the Board of 
Supervisors meeting next week.  This is to cover administrative costs. The request is to 
increase the current rate of $.27 cents to $.32 cents. 

• The Public Authority newsletter for the Fall quarter should be received by providers and 
recipients by the end of next week. 

• The ElderCare directory will be out soon. Our ads have been finalized, but a few other county 
departments and programs are still working on their artwork. 
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• The IHSSAC Report to the Community has been sent to all Providers and Recipients on the 
program. Connie Muller reported she has received confirmation from community members that 
the report was received. 

 
LEGISLATIVE UPDATE 

• The budget was approved by the legislature. There was a cut to APS monies, over $12 million 
dollars were vetoed, which causes a big impact at the county level. Egon Stammler explained 
that these monies have been flat for quite a few years, so the costs of doing business have 
continued to increase, but funding has not. 

• Jeff reported on bills that have been “enrolled”. This means the bills have passed both houses, 
and are waiting to be signed by the governor.  The following are enrolled: 

• AB8 – Healthcare Reform (Nunez).  It is expected that the governor will veto this bill and re-
group, presenting another bill to the legislature.  This bill would require employers to contribute 
up to 7.5% of payroll to health insurance. This would impact Public Authorities, and result in an 
approximately $1.2 million dollar increase to overall health care costs.  

• SB945 – NOA to Providers (Notice “Lite”). This bill would require IHSS Providers be notified of 
any changes to the hours authorized for Recipients they care for. 

• AB182 – Standardized Training for Public Authorities. This would require all Public Authorities to 
offer a core curriculum of training. 

• AB1674 – IHSS 5 County Pilot Project. This allowed counties to decide whether to offer IHSS 
registry services through the Public Authority or a contracting agency. 

• SB434 was HELD – this was the bill requesting the State increase participation in wages and 
benefits to a maximum of $15.35 and contribute additional monies to the health insurance pool. 

• SB692 was HELD – this was the bill regarding Criminal Background Checks for non-IHSS 
providers.  Non-IHSS participants could have access to fingerprinting and background checks 
through the Public Authorities for a reasonable fee. 

 
COMMUNITY MARKETING UPDATE 

• A handout was given to community members of the ad that was suggested for outreach. The ad 
focuses on Advisory Committee membership. Connie Muller recommended the $30 amount be 
taken off the ad, but Kenny felt it should stay. Connie also suggested putting on the ad that 
transportation is available.  Committee agreed that transportation item should be added, and the 
rest of ad was approved as is. 

• Jeff reported that the StART bus transit is willing to place the committee ads inside the buses for 
free, but the committee would have to pay the production costs for the ad. The committee felt 
this was a good means of advertising, and approved placement. 

• Jeff reviewed the handout regarding pricing for different types of advertising in the community. 
The committee decided that interior ads on MAX buses would be a good means of advertising. 

• The committee discussed the benefits of mailing a postcard directly to IHSS participants. Kenny 
recommended using NetPost for any mass mailings to the community. Kenny will spearhead the 
design for a postcard, and get further information and pricing regarding NetPost.  

• Connie Muller suggested the bus bench would be a better means of advertising to our target 
audience than the bus exteriors.  She suggested using the same ad presented, but cutting the 
second paragraph.  Other members expressed an interest in this, and requested Jeff re-work 
the ad for the bus benches, and return with more information at the next meeting. 

• Connie made a motion to approve interior bus ads for StART and MAX, Rose seconded, motion 
passed.  

• Connie made a motion to send a postcard to IHSS Recipients and Providers once a design is 
finished (using the lowest postage costs available to us). Jose Acosta seconded the motion, 
motion passed.  
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RETREAT PLANNING 

• Jennifer presented three options for meeting locations. The committee voted and approved 
Appetez restaurant in Modesto.  The committee agreed that the retreat should be scheduled for 
January 12th from 10am to 3pm. Jennifer will confirm the date and time with the restaurant, and 
reserve the space if it is available. 

• Jeff requested input on the agenda for the retreat.  Suggestions included: Action Items for the 
upcoming year, review of ad responses (that are now in progress), and either a new member 
introduction portion or a new member outreach portion, depending on success of ad campaign. 
Committee members will discuss retreat topics and logistics in depth next month. 

 
GENERAL UPDATE 

• Kenny reported that using the DRS departments at Stan State and MJC would be a great place 
to advertise committee membership. He stated students may be able to get college credits for 
participating. 

 
Meeting adjourned @ 1:56 PM,  
Jennifer DeSanto, Recorder 
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